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The major event during the three month period was the catastrophic earthquake that devastated many areas of China. Radio amateurs in China demonstrated their skill and dedication in setting up communications very efficiently and glowing reports about this have appeared in various media. The Chinese Radio Sports Association (CRSA) has also prepared a Power Point presentation on the activity. The relevance of amateur radio and its usefulness was amply demonstrated here.
Amateurs and Emergency Communications
Michael Owen VK3KI

I was privileged to present on behalf of CRSA their story of their contribution to the humanitarian response following the tragic earthquake in the Sichuan Province of 12 May 2008 to the fourth Global Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Conference (GAREC-08) in Friedrichshafen, Germany, 26 and 27 June 2008.

I was also asked to make a presentation in relation to the changes to Article 25 of the ITU’s Radio Regulations.

In the discussion that followed that presentation, I was surprised to learn that many European administrations were yet to change their regulations governing the amateur service to allow practices for emergencies or even communications for disaster relief.

Radio amateurs must comply with the law of the place where they operate.  Usually, of course, that means their home country, but if they go to another country, then they can only operate if the law of the country they are visiting allows them to operate.

The law may be in regulations, licence conditions or even legislation.

Many countries do not permit amateurs operating in their country to pass messages on behalf of third parties.  Even what that means may be different in different places.  For example, a message for another amateur may be permitted, or Jamboree of the Air may be permitted.

It doesn’t really matter what Article 25 of the ITU’s Radio Regulations say (those are the international regulations relating to the amateur services), a country whose national regulations completely prohibit any message on behalf of a third party will stop amateurs in that country from passing any message on behalf of any third party, including providing international communication on behalf of a third party even in the case of an emergency or for disaster relief.

Prior to the World Radiocommunication Conference in 2003 (WRC-03) the Radio Regulations of the ITU required a country to enter into an agreement with another country before it could allow its amateurs to pass a message on behalf of a third party to amateurs in the other country.

That was changed at WRC-03 and now the provision reads:

25.3 Amateur stations may be used for transmitting international communications on behalf of third parties only in case of emergencies or disaster relief. An administration may determine the applicability of this provision to amateur stations under its jurisdiction. 

What that means is that an administration may allow its amateurs to pass international messages on behalf of a third party, at least in the case or emergencies or for disaster relief, without any need for an agreement between the countries concerned.  More importantly, it is up to each administration to decide what messages its amateurs may transmit.

But the point is this: before an amateur can even pass a message for, say, disaster relief, the national regulations that govern his station must allow him to do so.

The changes to the international regulations made at WRC-03 showed that the ability of amateurs to provide emergency communications was recognized.  Indeed, the WRC-03 recognized that in many cases national laws would have to be changed to allow such communications.

So, another new regulation was agreed:

25.9A Administrations are encouraged to take the necessary steps to allow amateur stations to prepare for and meet communication needs in support of disaster relief. 

What is important about that provision is that it encourages administrations “to take the necessary steps to allow” (which means have regulations that allow) amateurs to meet communication needs in support of disaster relief, but also to prepare for (which includes practicing for) providing emergency communications if the need arises.

That is why Region 3 has been urging member societies to ensure that their administration has implemented the two provisions that I have set out.  While it is up to each administration to determine what messages an amateur station may transmit, we are asking that at least every amateur everywhere should be permitted to undertake appropriate emergency communications training and be able to provide communications in support of disaster relief, if called upon to do so. 

There is no doubt that WRC-03 saw that one of the important values of the amateur service is its ability to provide emergency communications when the need arises.

But to do that amateurs must have national regulations that allow them to both prepare for and, if necessary, meet the need for emergency communications.

So, if your society hasn’t already done so, please let Jim Linton, VK3PC, Chairman of the IARU R3 Disaster Communications Committee, know the position in your country.

AC Meeting at Konstanz Germany

Michael Owen VK3KI and Gopal Madhavan VU2GMN attended the Administrative Council meeting of IARU between the 24th and 26th June. All regions were represented along with Committee Chairmen.
One of the major items on the agenda was the planning required for WRC-11 and the importance of all member societies working with their respective regulators to obtain use of the frequencies that were desirable for radio amateurs.

The importance of emergency communications as part and parcel of the amateur radio service was emphasized.

The proposed new constitution and organisation of IARU was presented as also the suggested fee structure. The consensus was that a relook would have to be taken on the fee structure before it became acceptable to all societies. 
Region 3 Directors’ Meeting

Directors of Region 3 will be meeting at the JARL headquarters in Tokyo from the 20th to the 22nd August 2008

14th World ARDF Contest 2nd to 7th September 2008
14th IARU ARDF Championships will be held under the auspices of the Korean Amateur Radio League in Hwaseong Korea between the 2nd and 7th September 2008. Full details from  http://www.2008ardf.org/ 
Bumper Weekend Likely- Jim Linton (VK3PC)

The first ever entrants from India and China in the International Lighthouse/ Lightship Weekend are certain to be popular during this annual that will be on 17 & 18 August. (Malaysia and Netherlands Antilles are the other new lights entered this year)
Bangalore Amateur Radio Club Secretary, Ajoy VU2JHM says permission has been received to activate the Mahabalipuram Lighthouse in Southern India. It will be on air for Indian Independence Day the 15 August through to the 18th which includes the International Lighthouse Weekend. 

The very first Chinese lighthouse is registered by very active DXer Jungian Cong BG4KYA who will be at the Jinxianding (Qigan Zui) lighthouse. The second light in that country will be activated is the Dongshan Lighthouse registered by BG4KLA.

Elsewhere in IARU Region 3 there are 36 registrations for VK, four in ZL, with the total number worldwide expected to reach 400. 

However Australian lighthouses registered for next month's event number 35, second only to Germany with 37 entries out of more than 250 so far worldwide. (Many more have since registered after this report was received)
More details and online registration can be found at http://illw.net/
Telecom Asia 2008
Telecom Asia 2008, the major telecommunications conference and exhibition, will take place at IMPACT (CHALLENGER) Exhibition & Conference center in Bangkok between the 2nd and 5th September 2008. IARU Region 3 will operate a booth there displaying material received from various member societies on the various aspects of amateur radio, its usefulness in emergencies etc.  Preparatory works are now being performed with strong support from the Radio Amateurs Society of Thailand (RAST) under direction of Telecom Asia 2008 project manager our Director Madhavan VU2GMN. Volunteers from the Thailand Member Society will assist in manning the booth. Printed material advising newcomers as to how they can become amateurs will be distributed in English and Thai.

More details from http://www.itu.int/ASIA2008/
JARL Ham Fair 2008
The JARL Ham Fair 2008 will be held at Tokyo Big Sight, Ariake, Tokyo on August 23rd (Saturday) and 24th (Sunday). Last year, we had about 30,000 participants for two days. Thanks to all visitors, manufacturers, retailers, clubs and volunteers at JARL Ham Fair 2007. We hope to see you all again in 2008!   <de JARL>
A Reminder -SEANET 2008

The 36th Seanet Conference will be held in Kota Kinabalu and Kudat in Sabah, Malaysia between the 20th and 24th November 2008

The Seanet Contest 2008 was held between the 7th and 8th June 2008. Details of the conference, is available at www.seanet.cc. Of particular interest will be the suggestion made in their webpage that avid Dxers could visit Labuan after the conference for a few days of great DXing, apart from a super holiday.
A Reminder
14th IARU R3 Conference Christchurch 12 – 16 October 2009.
The hotel venue is confirmed as the “Scenic Circle – Cotswold Hotel” on Papanui Road, Christchurch
Details at http://www.christchurch.org.nz/  
The Region 3 Web Site: Go to: http://www.jarl.or.jp/iaru-r3/ 
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