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Working Group 2 met three times. The first meeting was held on Tuesday Morning, 11 September with the following participants present: LA2RR, PB2T, XE1KK, YV5AM, VK3MV, ZL2TLL, JA1CJP, BV2FP, BV2DQ, BM2IBW, JG1KTC, JA1HGY, HL2AGG, HL1FB, 9M2CQC, ZL2JPM, YB3PET, YB1GJS, YD1JZ, E21EIC, HS1JZT, E20NKB, VK1DSH, Additional meetings were held on Wednesday morning and Wednesday afternoon.

WG 2 was assigned agenda items 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5, 12.6, and 12.7.
The following input documents were assigned:

Document No.
18/XVII/	Source			Subject
010		ORARI			IARU-R3 Monitoring Service Coordinator Report
012		R3 Award Manager	R3 Award Manager Report
023		ORARI			Proposal to Intensify Award Claims
026		NZART			Using New Digital Modes to Improve Participation
028		WIA			Australian Emcom’s Contribution to South Pacific
029	              WIA			Amateur Radio for Kids
033		KARL			SOTA in Korea
038		Beacon Coordinator	International Beacon Report
038a		Beacon Coordinator	International Beacon Reports


All documents were introduced and discussed briefly at the first meeting. After that meeting, WG 2 Secretary BV2DQ prepared a consolidated document in Document No. 18/XVII/046 and with all the proposals from input documents. Discussion of the assigned agenda items began on Tuesday and continued through to Wednesday. This final report was reviewed and approved at the WG 2 meeting on Wednesday.

WG 2 took the following actions and offers the following recommendations:


12.1	IARU Monitoring System

Document No. 18/XVII/010: WG 2 reviewed the report from the IARU-R3 Monitoring Service Coordinator. This report was presented and discussed extensively, in particular there was discussion about what the national societies and IARU-R3 could to reduce the problem.

Recommendation WG2-1

1. That the conference notes the content of the report and further encourages member societies to inform their administrations of reports of intrusions in the amateur bands in contravention of the ITU Radio Regulations. 
The reporting of interference by national radio Administrations is provided in RR Article 15 and the format for reporting is provided in RR APP. 10. 

2. Encourages those societies that do not have monitoring officer to establish a coordinator to undertake collection of reports of intrusions in the amateur bands. 
Reference Document can be found on the Region 3 website.

3. Encourage the member societies to build on their relationship with their administrations and encourage them to act upon reports of intrusion.


12.2	International Beacons

Document 18/VXI/026; report on international beacons. WG 2 notes the report and recommends that interested member societies take any action required.

12.3	Data transmission and Amateur Radio

Document 18/VXI/026, Using New Digital Modes to Improve Participation, was reviewed. Particular emphasis is placed on point 2 of the Recommendations.

Recommendation WG2-2

Noting that:

1. It is essential that we increase the participation and involvement in amateur radio.
2. Digital modes have been shown to increase participation among younger operators and also have appeal to current radio operators; and
3. Sharing examples of initiatives that improve participation assists member societies;

WG 2 recommends that IARU-R3 puts in place a mechanism for member societies to share information, technologies and initiatives to improve participation.

12.4 SOTA

Document No.18/XVII/033 SOTA, report noted.

12.5 Region 3 Awards

Document No.18/XVII/012, Report of Region 3 Award was introduced by ZL2TLL. The working party noted that Alan Chapman ZL3GX, the current Region 3 Awards Manager will resign by the end of 2018 and that a new Region 3 Awards Manager will need to be appointed.

Recommendation WG2-3

That Alan ZL3GX be thanked for his work and that a replacement awards officer be appointed.


12.6	Emergency Communication
Document No. 18/XVII/028, Report of the Australian EMCOM’S contribution to south pacific islands emergency communications was reviewed and discussed. 
Noting that:
1. Building EMCOM capability will assist these countries and is an excellent way to develop interest in amateur radio in areas where no amateur activity exists. 
2. Supporting such activity is also an excellent way of demonstrating the value of amateur radio to the wider community and governments.  
Recommendation WG2-4

That National Societies and IARU-R3 continue to look for opportunities to develop provision of EMCOM facilities in the Region 3 area, especially the less developed pacific islands. (The recent activities of the WIA in Tuvalu are an example of how this might be done.)

12.7	Other Operational/Technical Matters

Document No. 18/XVII/035. Review and revision, if any, of the existing band plans for all the amateur bands.

Recommendation WG2-5

1. That the conference adopts the interim IARU R3 band plan in the new format, as presented in contribution 35. The typographical and factual errors noted in ANNEX 1 of the WG2 report should be incorporated in the interim Band Plan before it is published. It should be noted that WG1 recommendations on Band Plan should also be incorporated. 
2. That the proposed IARU-R3 band plan working group examine the document in detail and make amendments to align the band plan with Article 5 of ITU-R Radio Regulations and, as far as possible, with band plans of IARU Regions 1 and 2 with a view to publishing a revised Region 3 Band Plan.
Annex 1 of this report contains proposed revisions to the band plan.

Document No. 18/XVII/029 covering the operation of School Radio Clubs and how an interest in amateur radio may be cultivated was introduced and discussed.


Recommendation WG2-6:

1. That member societies engage with educators in their countries to look at ways of developing activities in a view to building an interest in communications technology.
2. That the IARU-R3 support such educational activities by gathering and sharing knowledge and experience gained by member societies with a view to building skills in working with younger amateurs and potential amateurs.
The work of the School Amateur Radio Club Network (www.sarcnet.org) is an example of how such activities may be undertaken.

Conclusion

The chairman thanks the participants of WG 2 for their work in discussing the input contributions and in developing recommendations for the conference.


____________________

Annex 1: Proposed revisions and corrections to the IARU-R3 band plan

Below are a number of issues highlighted as a result of the discussion of this document in working group 2.  This will be summarized on a band-by-band basis:

General
1. To have common digital modes segment across all three (3) regions around the world whenever possible
2. To change footnote for each bands, such as “Recommended frequency for WSPR, JT65, etc”

80M / 3.5 MHz
1. Inconsistency between R1 and R3 on 3570 – 3600 KHz whereby phone is not allowed in the former while phone is allowed in the latter.

40M / 7 MHz
1. There is no common digital segment with Region 1 (digital is permitted below 7040 KHz in R3 but is only permitted above 7040 KHz in R1)

30M / 10 MHz
1. Typo – “10.110 – 10.130 MHz” should be instead written as “10.100 – 10.130 MHz”

20M / 14 MHz
1. Typo – “14.070 – 14.110 MHz” should be instead written as “14.070 – 14.100 MHz”

15M / 21 MHz
1. R1 does not have phone allocation below 21.150 MHz
2. Question from floor as to the reason of permitting phone operation between 21.125 – 21.150 MHz

10M / 28 MHz
1. Overlapping allocations between “29510 – 29590 KHz” and “29520 – 29620 KHz”
2. CTARL proposes to extend R3 beacon allocation ending 28225 KHz to 28300 KHz
3. To take note that R1 has digital mode allocation between 28.300 – 28.320 MHz
4. The permitted 6000 Hz bandwidth begins from 29.000 MHz in R1 vs 29.100 MHz in R3

6M  / 50 MHz
1. Recommendation to remove 6 KHz bandwidth restrictions from 50.5 – 54.0 MHz to permit wider bandwidth modes


2M / 144 MHz
1. The workgroup has decided the spot frequency of 145. 825 MHz for APRS in the amateur-satellite service
2. The establishing of a global harmonized APRS frequency for the terrestrial amateur service is pending further work by the band plan committee.

70cm / 432 MHz
1. MARTS suggested removing the 6000 Hz bandwidth restriction to allow NBATV, higher data rates and other modes with higher bandwidth requirements
2. MARTS suggested removing the 500 Hz bandwidth restriction on 431.9 - 432.240 MHz to allow for the rare occasion of SSB EME
3. Suggest to include a footnote regarding the use of this band by ISM unlicensed devices

23cm / 1296 MHz
1. To reword the “Preferred Mode and Generic usage” section of the 1296 – 1297 MHz band to “EME, Weak Signal…”

13cm / 2400 MHz
1. MARTS suggested removing the 1 MHz bandwidth restriction on 2304.3 - 2400 MHz particularly to allow ATV and other wider bandwidth data modes

5CM / 5.6 GHz
1. Comment from IARU is that this band is in heavy demand by other services such as WiFi.  The band plan committee if established needs to be flexible in changing the allocations from time to time to accommodate the ever-growing needs.

1.2CM / 24 GHz
1. 24.000 – 24.050 GHz should be “Amateur Primary” allocation
2. 24.050 – 24.250 GHz should be “Amateur Secondary” allocation

4MM / 77 GHz
1. NZART suggests to label this band as “Amateur co-Primary” instead of “Amateur Primary” as we are sharing this band with radiolocation and radio astronomy all of which are primary users, including the amateur and amateur satellite service

1MM / 247 GHz
1. 241 – 248 GHz should be “Amateur Secondary” allocation
2. 248 – 250 GHz should be “Amateur Primary” allocation


Prepared by:
Sion Chow Q. C.,
9M2CQC, WQ2C /HL1, 9V1QC, JG1XHM,
MARTS
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