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Working Group 1 met four times. The first meeting was held on Tuesday morning, 11 September. Additional meetings were held on Tuesday Afternoon, Wednesday morning and Wednesday afternoon.

WG1 was assigned input documents 005c, 015a, 021, 022, 024, 025, 027, 030, 031 032, 035, 036, and 043.  Note that number of these documents were also reviewed by Working Group 2 (Operational and Technical). 

Document No.
#		Source			Subject
005c		Region 3 Directors	IARU R3 Directors Report, Newsletters etc. 
015/015a	JARL			YOTA 
021		ORARI		Proposed Modifications to Constitution Region 3 
022		ORARI		Proposed Bandplan Committee establishment 
024		IARU Satellite Adv.	15m Band Plan – Satellite		
025		IARU R1		Co-ordination R1, R2 & R3 Bandplans
027		NZART		60m Bandplan
030		WIA			Evolution of Spectrum Management
031		NZART		Youth Activities in R3
032		KARL			Permit for Foreign Hams (Korea)
035		Secretary		Interim R3 Bandplan
036		EMC Coordinator	EMC report
043		MARTS		Harmonization of Worldwide 2m APRS

All documents were introduced and discussed briefly at the first meeting on Tuesday. A number of additional documents, #043, #21 and #005c were added to the initial review list by the R3 Directors. As a number of documents addressed the topic area, it was agreed to review these documents together.  Discussion and review continued on Wednesday.


WG1 took the following actions and offers the following recommendations


1) YOUTH INVOLVEMENT / YOTA #015 & #31

This review began with JARL’s presentation of Document 15, and also encompassed Document 31 (NZART) Contributing to the discussion were JARL, RAST.  NZART, ARRL, HARTS, WIA, ORARI, IARU Regions 1, 2 & 3.
In general, it was thought that this is a very important focus to ensure the future of amateur radio, and that it could best be achieved by finding the right young person(s) and letting them take the lead, with only support (not too much direction) from the elders.  Experience in Region 2 (/YOTA) suggests that it will take time, and budget requirements may grow over time. It was also suggested that cooperation with youth organizations (e.g., Scouts) could be helpful.  It was noted that younger people’s interest in amateur radio is motivated by different factors (e.g., drone control) and different conditions (e.g., regulations) than in the past. Both documents were noted and were supported by WG1.

RECOMMENDATIONS WG-1:  

i) To create a key position and working group within IARU Region 3 for the promotion of amateur radio among young people and draw on experience of other regions, such as YOTA.

ii) To develop an initial terms of reference, aims/goals, and with a modest initial youth budget allocation for actions during the triennium.

2) BAND PLAN #022, #024, #025, #035 #043

This discussion began with the presentation of Document 22 from ORARI, proposing the establishment of an interim band plan committee, and also encompassed the interim proposed band plan in Document 35 (IARU Region 3 Secretary), as well as related Document 43 (MARTS) , Document 25 (IARU Region 1), and the satellite-focused  Document 24 (IARU Satellite Adviser) .  The #022 proposal was accepted in principle by WG1, but with reservations as to the desirability formation of a new band planning committee WG1. A focal point approach was proposed and did receive consensus. 

The discussion was lengthy, and illustrated the fact that the band plan is a target, a guideline to work towards and a way of better aligning amateur radio across jurisdictions, but ultimately it may not be able to be adopted uniformly due to local regulations or wide existing usage. It was suggested that R3 Band planning contact work with R2 and R1 contacts on band planning to ensure that the IARU bandplans overall reflect the objectives in the ToR and are harmonized to the greatest extent possible.

All documents were accepted in principle by WG1.

Contributing to the discussion were ORARI, MARTS, IARU Region 1, 2 & 3, BDARA, JARL, NZART, HARTS, WIA, and ARRL.

RECOMMENDATIONS WG1-2:
i) To nominate a Band Planning focal point to interact within R3 and also with R1 & R2.  
ii) To accept Document 25 without objections.
iii) To accept option 3 in Document 24, with some exclusions (exclude CW part of band plan. Satellite 21.125 MHz and above. No bandwidth constraints apply to satellite usage. This is to be added to the WG2 Band Plan ANNEX.
iv) To remove the 1 MHz constraint/restriction at 2304.30 MHz and above in the bandwidth column to allow for future spread spectrum usage on Document 35. This is to be added to the WG2 Band Plan ANNEX.
v) To accept Document 35 (Interim Region 3 Band Plan) subject to the WG1 changes being added to WG2 Band Plan ANNEX.
vi) APRS existing operational frequencies to be added to WG2 Band Plan Annex to assist R3 societies APRS interaction. Harmonization target retained. 
(a) 144.800 MHz is the suggested harmonised APRS spot frequency.
(b) Notes as at August 2018, 144.390 MHz is utilised by MARTS, RAST, 
SARTS, ORARI as an APRS spot frequency. 144.640 MHz is utilised by
CRAC, CTARL and HARTS as an APRS spot frequency.
(c) 145.825 MHz is utilised by Satellite services as an APRS spot frequency.
(d) 144.100 MHz DX calling frequency.


3) SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT

This discussion began with the presentation of Document 30 from WIA.   It focused on the growing need to protect amateur radio’s available spectrum in a world where that spectrum is increasingly valued and sought-after by other potential users. It was evident that this “wakeup call” paper was seen as timely and very important by many delegates.  New skills, cooperative associations and resources may be required to meet this challenge. 

A formula estimating spectrum needs based on amateur population density, transmission mode, bandwidth and geographic area was presented and was viewed by WG1 as a major contribution to spectrum management. 

Contributing to the discussion were IARU Region 1, 2, NZART, WIA, MARTS, and ARRL.

RECOMMENDATIONS WG1-3:
#030 Member Societies are encouraged to review this document here due to its significance.  


4) CONSTITUTION AMMENDMENT #021

This proposal from ORARI to alter the way the Chairman is elected received lengthy discussion from WG1. IARU spoke on the RG1 presidential system election process and how it differed from what was proposed. The proposed mechanism is an implied change to a presidential system. 

This proposal can result in a Chairman who receives the most votes being in the situation that he or she may have received less than 50% of societies votes, i.e. most societies did not vote for this person. 

RECOMMENDATION WG1-4:
The proposal in its current form did not gain consensus from WG1.
No change should be taken at this Conference on this matter.


5) NEWLETTERS and COMMON IARU BRANDING #005c

There was wide ranging discussion on this topic, with the IARU presenting a PowerPoint to WG1. IARU Global has developed a modern and consistent branding, called “The IARU Brand”. It includes a mobile device friendly common website framework design, with embedded YouTube and Vimeo, plus links to each regional website and member society details.

It was raised that a page on the global IARU website be used for reporting illegal interference. Raised by KARL. The IARU suggested the R3 monitoring service coordinator liaise with their R1, R2 and IARU global counterparts.

 RECOMMENDATIONS WG1-5:

i) IARU R3 directors to liaise with IARU global for details of “The IARU Brand”, Project Planning and implications for migration of the R3 website.
ii)  IARU R3 directors to revisit and update Newsletter guideline #400 last updated in the year 2000.
iii) IARU R3 directors to constitute a short term committee with interested member societies to undertake these 2 tasks to complete by mid 2019. 


6) EMC Report #036

There was wide ranging discussion on EMC and new technology impacts. The document was well received and supported by WG1. It was noted that every society should work with their local National Standards committees and / or regulator to minimize EMC /EMI impact especially WPT / BPL. EMC / EMI is an area of very high concern for IARU member societies and protection of the Amateur Radio Spectrum from the destructive effects of EMC / EMI, especially WPT / BPL, is a very urgent and high priority. 



RECOMMENDATION WG1-6:
. 
i) IARU R3 Societies should identify a EMC/ EMI focal point within their society (person or group) who will liaise with the R3 EMC Regional Coordinator.
ii) IARU R3 Societies to maintain a regular dialogue with their regulator and their local National Standards Committee on the status and consequences of Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) from recent and evolving technologies. 
iii) IARU Societies should seek to review and provide input to their local NSC. 
iv) IARU R3 Societies to update members on progress of the EMC / EMI standards 


7) PERMIT FOR FOREIGN HAMS #032

This KARL document covered foreign permit license arrangements for Korea.  This document was noted with no recommendation. It was suggested that societies investigate existing arrangements such as CEPT.


____________________
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