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17th IARU Region 3 Conference in Seoul – HARTS Report


Hong Kong Amateur Radio Transmitting Society Ltd (HARTS) is looking forward to participating in the 17th IARU Region 3 Conference to be held in Seoul, Korea.

Membership

HARTS transmitting members for the past three years as at the following dates were:

1/12/2015 = 300 members
1/12/2016 = 320 members
1/12/2017 = 318 members

There has been no material change in the membership numbers in 2018.

Hong Kong Amateur License Statistics

Licensing of the amateur service in Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China (“Hong Kong”) is conducted by the Office of the Communications Authority (OFCA) of the Hong Kong Government.
“ASL” is the Amateur Station License primarily issued to users for the ownership of fixed, mobile and portable stations, with one-year validity.
“ATO” is the Authority to Operate issued to users irrespective to the ownership of stations, with five-year validity.

	Number of license holders
	1/1/2015
~
31/12/2015
	1/1/2016
~
31/12/2017
	1/1/2017
~
31/12/2017

	ASL
	2636
	2659
	2657

	ATO
	3054
	3112
	3118



Public Services Activities

As a charitable and non-profit organisation, HARTS has been providing radio support to about 15 major fund-raising events being held annually in Hong Kong for the past 15 years. The number of events being supported by HARTS is increasing as HARTS vets invitations from new event organisers who have approached HARTS for amateur radio communications support. This has kept our members occupied throughout the trail season but they all enjoyed the participation notwithstanding that some radio operator duties are tough to manage. It is estimated that in the 2017/2018 season alone, the safety of some 150,000 participants of fund-raising benefited from HARTS’ participation and about 80 rescue operations were carried out with the help of HARTS members providing amateur radio communication support especially in respect of rescues from several remote locations in Hong Kong.

Operation of the new Communication Support and Services Centre CSSC

The CSSC site which is located in eastern Kowloon was granted to HARTS by the Lands Department of the Government of Hong Kong in 2014 to facilitate the provision of radio support services to charitable non-profit making organisations. Major construction work of the CSSC by radio amateurs began in February 2015 and was completed in about two years. The CSSC is also used for conducting amateur radio activities such as technical talks, seminars to promote ham radio, DX contest, courses for amateur radio license examination, regular meeting of HARTS members, etc. and has become the headquarters of HARTS. Owing to the generous donation from various parties, the centre has been able to survive and operate albeit under tight budgetary conditions.


Operation of Digital Repeater Service in Hong Kong

Introduced in 2014, the VHF/UHF repeaters using the DMR standard has been in full operation for the past few years. They are located at three strategic hill-top sites that can relay signals to most locations in Hong Kong with crystal clear communication quality. The DMR systems therefore complement the existing analog facilities.

QSL Card

The new CSSC provides a good base for QSL card sorting and collection purposes. Despite the convenience of card exchange through the Internet, HARTS has processed a total of more than 260 kg in the last three years and on average, about 140 members received their QSL cards every month.

Amateur Radio Emergency Service

HARTS continues to play an active role in ARES with a number of qualified coordinators participating in the Red Cross International Relief and Rescue exercises, IARU ARES exercises and as well as Guangdong ARES exercises in the PRC.

VHF/UHF Repeaters

Apart from the digital repeaters mentioned earlier, HARTS maintains analog VHF/UHF FM repeaters at five hill-top sites across Hong Kong. Such service is intended for HARTS members but is currently open to any Hong Kong licensed ham at no charge. Such repeaters infrastructure facilities are crucial for the charity trail events where HARTS provides amateur radio communication support to minimise the risk of the participants through good communication and coordination. Signal coverage is now well over 90% of the whole territories.

Celebration of Hong Kong Reunification with China in 2017

To celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Hong Kong reunification with China, a technical talk organized by the Chinese Radio Amateur Club (“CRAC”) was conducted in Shenzhen in June 2017. HARTS was invited to attend the event and presented a talk on the history, recent development and prospect of amateur radio in Hong Kong. At the same time, CRAC also delivered a talk of similar contents that focused on Mainland China. The celebrative event not only provided an opportunity to exchange views and ideas with our Mainland counterpart, but also enabled us to maintain close relationship with CRAC and its members.

Conclusion

HARTS continues to play a leading role in the amateur radio community of Hong Kong. It is after all the oldest and largest ham radio club locally and is the sole IARU member-society in Hong Kong representing the Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China in IARU Region 3. With our Communication Support and Services Centre recently going live, we possess a base for various functions that could be held under one roof. However, there is concern that due to the lack of financial resources our services to members and numerous charitable organisations, that we provide amateur radio support, will be impaired. Nonetheless, we endeavor to keep close contact with the IARU and promote ham radio as a lifetime hobby for the society.

We look forward to meeting our friends form other member societies again in the forthcoming IARU Region 3 conference in Seoul.

73!


Prepared by:

C K Mak / VR2WQ
IARU Liaison Officer
Hong Kong Amateur Radio Transmitting Society Ltd

31 August 2018
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Appendix
List 1: The Updated HARTS Objectives:

(1)	To advance the education, promote the science and practice of amateur radio communication and to facilitate the exchange of information and ideas related to same.

(2)	For the furtherance of objects of the Society but not otherwise, to hold regular meetings for the discussion of the Society issue and of developments in amateur radio communication.

(3)	To maintain membership in and liaison with the International Amateur Radio Union, as the sole representative of amateur radio in Hong Kong for the furtherance of the objects of the Society.

(4) To establish and maintain bilateral relations with national societies outside Hong Kong as may be advisable to further the development and promotion of the education matters concerning amateur radio communications.

(5)	For the furtherance of objects of the Society but not otherwise, to solicit the affiliation with other bodies and institutions having similar objects as the Society and their constitutions contain similar restrictions on distribution of income and property among their members to an extent at least as strict as is imposed on the Society.

(6)	To maintain and operate amateur radio voice repeaters, data repeaters, propagation beacons, or any other type of amateur radio communication station or facility deemed necessary or advisable by the Executive Committee to relieve the distress and suffering resulting from emergencies and disasters.

(7)	For the furtherance of objects of the Society but not otherwise, to administer, under agreement with the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government, examinations for the amateur radio license in Hong Kong.

(8)	To provide emergency radio network to facilitate rescue of human life and property in case of natural disaster or other calamity to the community of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, or/and any other territory as determined by the Executive Committee.

(9)	For the furtherance of objects of the Society but not otherwise, to provide radio network to any charitable or non-profit making organization having similar objects as the objects of the Society and their constitutions contain similar restrictions on distribution of income and property among their members to an extent at least as strict as is imposed on the Society.

(10)	To further the objects of the Society but not otherwise, to operate an incoming and outgoing QSL card bureau for the use of the Society members and other Hong Kong amateur operators as determined by the Executive Committee.

(11)	Subject to Clause 4 hereof to retain and employ all such officers servants and professional or technical advisers and workers in furtherance of the objects of the Society and to pay such reasonable and proper fees for their services as may be thought expedient.

(12)	To undertake and execute any trusts which are desirable or conducive to the Society’s objects.

(13) To accept subscriptions and donations whether of real or personal estate, devises and bequests for all or any of the objects of the Society and to sell and dispose of, to lease and accept surrenders of leases of and manage all real estate (including leaseholds so received) for the objects of the Society and generally to manage, invest and expend monies belonging to the Society.

(14)	To borrow and raise money in such manner as the Society may think fit in furtherance of the Society’s objects but not otherwise.

(15)	To take necessary steps to publicize the aims, news and activities of the Society and from time to time as determined by the Society.

(16)	In furtherance of the objects of the Society but not otherwise to purchase or otherwise acquire lands for any estate or interest.

(17)	To invest the monies of the Society not immediately required for its objects in or upon such investments, securities or property in a reasonable and prudent manner as may be thought fit, subject nevertheless to such conditions (if any) as may for the time being be imposed or required by law and subject also as hereinafter provided.

(18)	In furtherance of the objects of the Society but not otherwise to let lease or license as residences, offices, shops or otherwise any part or parts of any land, buildings or properties held or acquired by the Society and in such divisions and manner as may be expedient and to construct, maintain and alter any buildings or erections necessary or convenient for the work of the Society.

(19)	To sell, manage, lease, mortgage, dispose of, or otherwise deal with all or any part of the property of the Society in furtherance of the Society’s objects but not otherwise.

(20)	To do all such other lawful things as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the above objects.
Provided that:-
(i) In case the Society shall take or hold any property which may be subject to any trusts, the Society shall only deal with or invest the same in such manner as allowed by law, having regard to such trusts.
(ii) The objects of the Society shall not extend to the regulation of relations between workers and employers or organizations of workers and organizations of employers.
(iii) The powers set forth in the Seventh Schedule of the Companies Ordinance (Chapter 32) are hereby excluded.

------- End of list -------
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