- 2 -
Document No. 18/XVII/033

	[image: ]
	INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO UNION
REGION 3
SEVENTEENTH  REGIONAL  CONFERENCE
	[image: ]


10 – 14 September 2018	Seoul, Korea

Document No. 18/XVII/033
Agenda Item: 12.7
[bookmark: recibido]
SOTA Activity in Korea 
by Jason Vlasak HL4ZFA

2018 marks the eighth year of Summits On The Air (SOTA) activity in East Asia, with Korea being the first association in the region to join the international award program back in 2010.  The HL SOTA association is proud to lead the way for other fellow amateurs who share the same passion for hiking and radio from the best and highest antennas available: mountains, now across Japan, Singapore, reaching down into Oceana as well as in anticipation of new countries to come online, such as Taiwan.

In Korea, there are currently seventy four registered activators, twenty nine of which have activated summits this year.  There are fifty four registered chasers, of which half have been actively chasing and logging contacts with activators this year.  Since the first Mountain Goat award (one thousand activator points) being earned in 2015, seven amateurs have now earned the title.  Likewise, in the chaser realm, five activators can lay claim to the title of Shack Sloth, having earned at least one thousand points via QSOs with SOTA activations.  

In total, at least thirteen thousand valid QSOs have been made from Korean mountain tops, over the course of 3348 activations executed, giving a grand total of more than nineteen thousand points earned.  There are approximately 2500 summits in the HL association database, however with the most recent space shuttle topography data allowing us to rescan the peninsula’s topography in higher resolution, an addition of several hundred previously unidentified summits are currently being verified to become new inclusions on the Korean roster.  Mountains possible for activation have a minimum of 150m reaching to our highest of just under 2000m. The average points earned per activation is 4.5 which translates into roughly 700 meters in altitude at which most Korean hams call ‘CQ SOTA.’ Each country appears to have its favorite bands and modes in SOTA, such as twenty meters in North America or UHF in Slovenia--however two meter FM is often the mode of choice locally, owing to technology accessibility, country size, population density and geographical topography.  

The population density in particular allows for a tightly-knit group of SOTA enthusiasts to regularly gather at eyeball barbeques and group activations, with at least three regional meet-ups scheduled each year around the country.  With the popularity and ease of access of mountain hiking in Korea, SOTA has grown locally, from the small group of devotees to this new form of contesting, to our large assembly presently engaged. Due to the joy it brings young (from seven years old) and old (ahem…) alike as well as the wholesome benefits of engaging with nature, we predict that it will only continue to grow--with more locals coming online, not to mention foreign visitors who visit to activate our mountains...have you ever heard of SOTA-tourism?  Think high altitude DXpedition!
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If you have mountains in your country but no SOTA yet, do not hesitate to contact the international management team at www.sota.org.uk to begin the process of joining this invigorating awards program!

Thank you and 73 de HL4ZFA
Jason Vlasak, HL SOTA Association Manager
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