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 Permit for Foreign Hams & Reciprocal Agreement

KARL


Currently Korea has no reciprocal treaty with any country except Japan.  However, regardless of the treaty, amateurs in any country in the world could apply for a five year permit in Korea by submitting their foreign licenses until recently. The permit period used to be only one year but since November 2011, it was extended to five years regardless of applicant’s visa period. Applicants can choose either HL/home call sign or Korean call sign starting with HL prefix. Also application fee was reduced from $85 to $45 for the five year permit.

[bookmark: _GoBack] Then there occurred an important change in 2018. Our government determined the permit period be maximum of six month　(3+3 month) for all countries except Japan which has a reciprocal agreement with Korea. The main reason for this drastic reduction was, according to our government officials, Korean hams were not treated fairly by other government. We accepted all nation's ham licenses and issued five year permits while some foreign governments, say United States, did not accept our ham license. For Japanese hams the permit period will continuously be five years as before. 

This reduction caused an outcry among foreign hams in Korea and they protested strongly to our government and also to international ham community. Our government officials decided to start the process to sign reciprocal agreement with United States as of July 2018. And our government is planning to initiate signing more reciprocal agreements with other countries. All hams in Korea are keeping their fingers crossed.

         Every year there is an US FCC amateur radio license test administered in Korea. Many Korean hams take this test because Korea does not have the reciprocal treaty with United States. Also some foreigners in Korea take this FCC test to apply for a Korean permit.

Please look http://www.karl.or.kr -> English for detailed information about ham radio in Korea.

Below is a list of permits issued from 2012 to 2018.
	COUNTRY
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	

	AUSTRALIA
	1
	　
	5
	　
	　
	　
	　
	

	CANADA
	3
	　
	1
	　
	1
	　
	　
	

	CHINA
	　
	　
	　
	　
	2
	1
	　
	

	FINLAND
	　
	　
	　
	　
	1
	1
	　
	

	FRANCE
	1
	　
	2
	　
	　
	　
	　
	

	GERMANY
	3
	1
	2
	1
	1
	2
	2
	

	INDIA
	　
	1
	　
	　
	　
	　
	　
	

	ITALY
	　
	　
	　
	　
	　
	2
	　
	

	JAPAN
	15
	11
	8
	14
	13
	8
	1
	

	JORDAN
	1
	　
	　
	　
	1
	　
	　
	

	KUWAIT
	　
	　
	1
	　
	　
	　
	　
	

	MALAYSIA
	1
	　
	2
	　
	　
	1
	　
	

	NETHERLANDS
	1
	　
	2
	　
	　
	1
	　
	

	NORWAY
	　
	　
	1
	　
	1
	1
	　
	

	PHILIPPINES
	1
	　
	　
	　
	　
	1
	1
	

	POLAND
	　
	1
	　
	　
	　
	　
	　
	

	RUSSIA
	　
	1
	　
	1
	　
	1
	　
	

	SWEDEN
	　
	1
	　
	1
	　
	　
	　
	

	U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
	　
	1
	　
	　
	　
	　
	　
	

	UNITED KINGDOM
	1
	　
	1
	1
	1
	2
	　
	

	USA
	13
	16
	10
	12
	4
	15
	3
	

	UPDATING STATION
	6
	　
	1
	1
	8
	6
	2
	

	EXTENSION
	　
	　
	　
	　
	12
	7
	　
	

	TOTAL
	47
	33
	36
	31
	45
	49
	9
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