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A paper from the New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters Incorporated (NZART)
John P Moriarty (ZL2JPM)

Introduction:
Increased participation of young operators (25 years of age or younger) in amateur radio is an objective of NZART and other Member Societies. This paper comments on the experience of a young New Zealand operator at the World Radiosports Team Competition (WRTC2018), recently held in Jessen and Wittenberg, Germany. This experience reinforces the strategic importance of fostering younger operators within Member Societies and recommends that R3 consider establishing a Youth Officer to develop and promote opportunities such as R1’s annual YOTA summit.  

Background:
NZART has received a report from the NZ team who participated at WRTC2018. The competition involved 63 qualifying teams from 40 nations. Over the course of 24 hours these teams made 262,746 contacts with amateurs from all over the world. The New Zealand team, comprising Holgar (Zl3IO) and his high-school daughter Xenia (ZL4YL) not only met the qualifying standards for this prestigious competition but also acquitted themselves very well. Xenia (ZL4YL) and another young operator were interviewed by contest organisers to explain their involvement with amateur radio (http://www.wrtc2018.de/index.php/en/presse-2/pressemitteilungen-2/331-interview-with-xenia-berger-from-new-zealand-and-mathias-acevedo-from-chile ). Xenia’s accomplishments and enthusiasm is inspiring and is attracting some of her friends to participate in amateur radio.
Also notable was the number of young volunteers who assisted WRTC2018’s competitors and who will certainly have improved their experience of amateur radio by doing so.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Consequently, some of these competitors and volunteers were looking forward to the R1 YOTA meeting (August 2018) in South Africa. About 80 “youngsters” from 23 teams in IARU R1 are expected to meet in South Africa for week of diverse activities that concentrate on both practical and theoretical knowledge, but also includes fun and games. The object is for these young operators to explore different cultures and share their hobby. It is also intended that some time will also be spent on a “training-the-trainer” initiative to help participants return home and become able to educate others in amateur radio matters.



Summary:
Very high standards of performance have been demonstrated by young operators in the recent 2018 World Radiosports competition. Many other young operators also benefitted from their voluntary efforts in support of this competition. Young operators who are exposed to initiatives such as WRTC competitions and IARU R1’s YOTA meeting develop leadership skills that can promote amateur radio within their peer group. There is also a role for senior operators if their experience and access to radio resources can be channeled in a way that improves the quality of initiatives involving young operators.
The R1 YOTA initiative is consistent with the theme of the IARU R3 Conference and also consistent with the objective of improved participation. 
NZART welcomes comments from Member societies on the desirability of replicating R1’s YOTA initiative and supporting any who might host it.

Recommendation:

1. That Member Societies consider establishing the role of an IARU R3 YOTA Officer to promote and lead opportunities for developing young operators with initiatives similar to those of IARU Region 1.
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