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REPORT FROM ARRL

The American Radio Relay League, Inc. (ARRL) is pleased to be participating in the 2018 Region 3 IARU conference to be held in the Republic of Korea and to submit this Society Triennial Report to the Conference. 

Membership 
While principally a Region 2 member-society of the IARU, the ARRL is also a member of Region 3 in order to represent the interests of radio amateurs licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) who reside in Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, Baker, Howland, Jarvis, and Wake Islands, Palmyra Atoll, and Kingman Reef. There are no FCC offices in Region 3. Amateur Radio in these territories is regulated from Washington, DC. 

It is also not possible to say how many radio amateurs reside in these territories because many licenses are held by residents of other countries who seldom if ever visit an FCC regulated location. As of the end of June 2018, FCC records show 367 licenses for Guam, 405 for the Northern Marianas, and 26 for American Samoa. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is equally difficult to say precisely how many transmitting members of the ARRL reside in United States territories in Region 3 because some have military postal addresses that do not reflect their physical locations. We estimate the number to be about 50, including 21 who are members of the ARRL affiliated Marianas Amateur Radio Club on Guam. The ARRL pays 50,000 Yen annually to Region 3 in lieu of dues calculated the usual way, as a voluntary expression of additional support for the work of Region 3. 

ARRL membership has decreased since annual dues were increased in 2016. The rate of decrease has slowed and we believe membership will stabilize or increase by the end of this year. 

The following figures show the trend in ARRL Total Membership since the previous Region 3 Conference, including those in the Region 3 territories:

 
	As of July 31
	2018
	2017
	2016
	2015

	Total Members
	157,483
	159,878
	166,167
	167,313



Total ARRL membership as of July 31, 2018, including International Members and non-transmitting Associate Members, was 157,483. International Membership has been decreasing at a somewhat faster rate than Full Membership primarily due to the strong US Dollar though the advent of the digital edition of QST has been viewed as a new benefit. 

Relationship with the Administration 
The ARRL is in regular contact with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) primarily through the ARRL Technical Relations Manager and the Office of the General Counsel, each located in a suburb of Washington, DC. The FCC administers the radio spectrum use of entities other than the federal government. NTIA does the same for the federal government. Because many amateur bands are shared with the federal government, close liaison with the NTIA is important. Two policy issues have clouded FCC relations in recent years. The first is that the FCC continues to commercial development in allocations assigned to or adjacent to existing amateur allocations. The second is that the visibility of FCC enforcement activities in the Amateur Radio Service has declined over the past three years. The ARRL continues to pursue both issues vigorously. 

At the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference the United States supported an allocation near 5.3 MHz. This represented a difficult challenge but was worthy of our best efforts. In preparation for the 2019 World Radio Conference the ARRL is working with its authority and with IARU Region 2 to support harmonization of the Region 1 50 MHz amateur allocation with the current allocation in Regions 2 and 3. 

Restrictions on antenna installations in residential areas that are subject to private land use regulations represent a significant impediment to Amateur Radio, particularly in those areas of the United States with the fastest population growth. For the past several years ARRL has been diligently working to secure passage of federal legislation to limit unreasonable or unnecessary private land use restrictions on residential antenna installations; and require that private land regulations allow amateurs to install and use an effective antenna on their individually owned land. This legislation has been passed by our Congress on two occasions but is being blocked in our Senate. ARRL is currently looking at other means to have these changes adopted. 

Band Plans and Calling Frequencies 
The utilization of the amateur bands in the areas that are administered by the FCC is done within a framework that is partly dictated by federal regulations and partly subject to voluntary band planning. In March 2012 the FCC rules governing the use of five channels in the so-called 60 meter band (5 MHz) were amended to permit limited use of CW and data emissions. The FCC is still considering the implementation of an expanded allocation at 5 MHz in accordance with the change adopted at WRC15. ARRL developed a band plan to encourage the orderly introduction of the additional modes. 

ARRL band plans can be found at http://www.arrl.orglband-plan .  The band plans for the bands between 902 MHz and 3.5 GHz were updated recently. A color chart showing the FCC restrictions on the use of the amateur bands is available at http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Hambandscolor.pdf . 

The invitation to the Conference asks that the Society Triennial Report include ”. .the (calling) frequencies for emergency communications, especially in the 15, 17, 20, 40 and 80 meter bands, adopted by your Society.” Because of the size of the country and the fact that most emergencies involve small geographic areas, there is not a single set of emergency calling frequencies recognized by the ARRL. Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) groups generally use the 144 MHz and 420 MHz bands for local communications. When the HF bands are needed, state level nets operate on their own established frequencies in the 75-meter band, generally using SSB voice between 3800 and 4000 kHz. Larger states may also have nets on 40 meters during the daytime. Amateurs are encouraged to monitor the National Simplex Calling Frequency, 146.52 MHz, for emergency calls. 

ARRL Officers 
The volunteer ARRL officers are elected by the Board of Directors to serve two- year terms. President Rick Roderick, K5UR, First Vice President Greg Widin, KOGW, and International Affairs Vice President Jay Bellows, KOQB were elected to their respective positions in January 2016 and were all re-elected in January 2018 along with newly elected Second Vice President Bob Vallio, W6RGG. Rick Niswander, K7GM was re-elected as his Treasurer. 
The staff officers are Chief Executive Officer and Secretary Barry Shelley and N1VXY and Chief Financial Officer Diane Middleton, W2DLM. Mr. Shelley the longtime ARRL CFO was elected CEO and Secretary in January 2018 upon the unexpected resignation of Thomas Gallagher, NY2RF, who became CEO upon the retirement of David Sumner, K1ZZ in 2017. Mr. Shelley’s planned retirement date is June 2019 and a search for a replacement CEO and Secretary is in process. 

Additional Information 
Each year the ARRL publishes an Annual Report with audited financial statements and detailed information about ARRL programs and services. The 2017 Annual Report is available at http://www.arrl.org/annual-reports along with earlier reports back to 2002. 
The ARRL maintains an extensive website at www.arrl.org and makes great use of the web and email in communicating with members. News is posted to the home page of the website as soon as it becomes available. 

Conference Delegation 
The ARRL delegation to the IARU Region 3 Conference will be headed by President Rick Roderick, K5UR. He will be assisted by International Affairs Vice President Jay Bellows, KOQB, who also serves as a Director and Treasurer of IARU Region 2.  

We look forward to a healthy exchange of views and information with everyone who attends the conference and will be pleased to answer questions and share additional information about the ARRL. 

Author: Barry Shelley, N1VXY 
Chief Executive Officer and Secretary 
ARRL — the national association for Amateur Radio 
225 Main Street 
Newington, CT 06111 USA 
Email: bshelley@arrl.org  . Telephone: +1 860 594 0212 


____________________


image1.jpg




image2.jpg




