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The present report highlights the main activities within Region 2 for the period from September 2017 to September 2018.

IARU R2 matters 

The Region 2 Executive Committee Annual Meeting was held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on September 2-3, 2017.  Besides the in-person meeting, and for a second year, we are having three extra virtual meetings that allow us to maintain a better contact and to provide follow-up to current Region 2 issues within a shorter span of time. 

Our next in-person EC meeting will be held in Panama City, Panama on October 13-14 of this year. 

The next IARU R2 General Assembly will take place in Lima, Peru, on the week starting September 30, 2019.

During last year, the Band Planning Committee was finally integrated and started to work. In accordance with the Committee’s terms of reference, it will deal with all matters relating to Amateur spectrum allocations such as band planning and general operating standards and practices, and will provide advice to the Region 2 Executive Committee. 

One of the most important tasks of the Committee will be to act as the Single Point of Contact (SPOC) with the Region 1 and 3 Band Planning Committees. This will enable the IARU to create a global approach to band planning. The Chairman of the Committee is Alphonse Penney, VO1NO.

Inter-American Telecommunications Commission - CITEL

Region 2 has been present in two CITEL meetings during this period. 

The first one was held in Barranquilla, Colombia on Nov 26-Dec 1, 2017. The issues discussed there were a continuation from the June 2017 Orlando meeting plus an Agenda Item mentioning an allocation of the 50-54 MHz frequency band to the amateur radio service in Region 1, in accordance with Resolution WRC 658 (WRC-15). 

The second one was a very recent CITEL meeting in Guadalajara, Mexico, held on July 16-20, 2018, where Flávio Archangelo, PY2ZX, attended in representation of Region 2. REV 2 to the Inter-American Proposal (IAP) for WRC-19 agenda item 1.1 its already supported by 9 R2 countries: ARG, BAH, B, CAN, CLM, EQA, MEX, USA, URG.

Caribbean Telecommunication Union - CTU

Noel Donawa 9Y4X reports that at the January 2018 SMPT meeting in Port of Spain presentations were delivered on the Agenda Items for WRC-19 and CITEL positions. Respective delegates from CTU member state administrations indicated their position and variations on agenda items of interest however no final decision on a regional position was made.   Further dialog would be on the agenda for the next SMTP meeting, November 27th to 29th.

Other matters

ITU Emergency Telecommunications Project: After a long planning phase, this project, whose pilot phase focuses on the Central American countries and the Dominican Republic, is finally becoming a reality. The equipment already reached the countries and installation and training will begin in August 2017, thanks to the efforts of FMRE, our Mexican member society, and of several selfless colleagues that will contribute their knowledge and experience for the launching of the stations, which are based on the WinLink system. 

A significant event for this year is the admission of yet another member society from Region 2: St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla Amateur Radio Society (SKNAARS) after receiving the necessary voters for approval of its admission.   The previous new member to the IARU family was BARC from Belize.

The Central American Federation of Radio Amateurs (FRACAP) held its annual convention on November 2017 in Retalhuleu, Guatemala, with the attendance of radio amateurs from most of the Central American countries, Mexico and the United States. This year’s convention will be held in November 16-18 in Chitre, Panama. 

The Executive Committee of IARU Region 2 sends its very best wishes to Region 3 for a very productive and successful triennial conference in Seoul, Korea.

Respectfully submitted, 

José Arturo Molina, YS1MS 
Secretary, Executive Committee
IARU Region 2    

____________________


image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




