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This report contains some of the more recent significant work in Region 1.

2017 Region 1 General Conference
The Conference, held at Landshut, Germany, was opened by Mario Maniewicz, the Deputy Director of the ITU, Radiocommunication Bureau.
Much work was conducted at the Conference, and a new Executive Committee elected. It was a matter of great pleasure to me to see that the Conference elected a younger set of new members of the Committee. In part this may have been influenced by the workshop sessions held in the Conference about “Future and Growth” issues in amateur radio.
This resulted in creation of three task groups to address issues of outreach, educational links and PR. These groups are ongoing.
 
WRC-19
Our interest in the WRC agenda, in particular AIs 1.1 and 9.1 issue 9.1.6, has resulted in much work by Region 1 volunteers in both our four RTOs and in ITU.
On AI 1.1 we have met a strong push-back from a few administrations on two issues; the strength of our justification of additional spectrum and the sharing issues for the other users in this spectrum. Whilst we have worked hard on these, it is still unclear whether we will secure our objective of a significant primary allocation in this spectrum.
On AI 9.1, issue 9.1.6, we have been active in CEPT and ITU to argue the case for sensible spurious emission limits. Increasingly administrations are showing caution about spurious emissions, but we have not yet achieved any real consensus on how to develop appropriate limits. The commercial pressures are strong, and we have a battle on our hands. The real concern is that ITU is showing signs of turning the matter over to CISPR and in CISPR the majority of those involved are manufacturers, where any suggestion of tightening CISPR11 limits is likely to meet with significant opposition.

IARU Websites
Region 1 is involved in the development of a new common “look and feel” for all four IARU websites. The consultant doing the work is thorough and seems to know what he is doing. In our view we need to increase the rate of progress.

STARS (Support to the Amateur Radio Service)  
At the 2017 Conference, a new STARS Chairman was elected and he, together with EC member Sylvain Azarian, F4GKR, is busy implementing a new STARS strategy. 
Additional funding to the development fund has been suspended until we can show that the new strategy is effective.

Friedrichshafen 2018
IARU was represented, with a stand, at Ham Radio 2018 in Friedrichshafen Germany. From the 2017 stand we learned a lot about how to project key messages. Whilst the on-stand presentation programme planned did not really work out, there was interest in the stand and it was a good meeting point. We have already identified improvements for next year and feel that having a stand is worth the limited investment, as we seek to raise IARU’s profile amongst radio amateurs. 

EURAO  
EURAO is the European Radio Amateur Organization, with similar objectives as IARU Region 1. A one-day meeting was held with EURAO to discuss areas of common interest.
To avoid disagreement in front of CEPT, it was agreed to let EURAO have prior sight of proposed inputs to CEPT. No comments have been received so far.

YOTA 
The YOTA week for 2018 is to take place in August 2018 in South Africa. This was a risky decision because of flight costs. But apart from a number of European teams attending, we appear to have some interest in attendance from otherwise dormant African societies and plan to use limited STARS funds to support their attendance.

Finance
The 2017 General Conference took a firm line on the Region’s budget, separating “strategic” investment and “operational costs” in our financial planning. This has caused a degree of internal stress, but we believe that having a clear focus on where investment is needed is important.


image1.jpg




image2.jpg




