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REPORT OF THE MONITORING SYSTEM TO THE FIFTEENTH REGIONAL CONFERENCE
Monitoring System Coordinator, Peter Young, VK3MV, IARU Region 3
At the Fourteenth Regional Conference in Christchurch, New Zealand in October 2009, I was appointed as the Region 3 Monitoring System Coordinator.

Activities

The regional three monitoring system has an active band of observers and radio society coordinators.  Since taking on the role of coordinator, there has been an ongoing collection of monthly data from a core number of radio societies.  These include; JARL, NZART, ARSI and the WIA.  HARTS was a contributor, but has lapsed in sending reports over the past two years.  
Since October 2009, there have been approximately 900 observations per month of intruders into the Amateur Service HF bands.  A monthly summary and data listing all intruders is posted on the IARU R3 website in PDF format.  Data is also available in CSV format upon request.

Many intruders are well known that, despite reporting to regional administrations still remain.  There is, however, some success in detecting new intruders and once identified and reported to administrations have been removed.  
Some examples have been the removal of one Stereo Over the Horizon Radar (OHR) system located in SE Asia operating just below and into the lower part of the 40 metre band, the long term spurious emission on 20 metres from a Voice of America HF broadcasting transmitter located in the Philippines, and a spurious emission into the 40 metre band from a Radio Australia transmitter located in Australia.  These have largely been with the assistance of the Australian Spectrum regulator and the creditable reports from regional observers.  
The increasing number of OHR systems, particularly on the higher HF bands is of concern where identification is difficult due to the iterant nature of these systems. There are now an increasing number of frequency hopping data systems that have only been able to be detected using wide band software defined radios (SDR).  This will be an ongoing task of determining the location and therefore the responsible administration.

The Future

At  the 14th Regional Conference in Christchurch, New Zealand, the Conference appointed a Special Working Group to report on the IARU Monitoring System.

On the report of that Group the Conference accepted that the Monitoring System at both the regional and global level was an important aspect of the protection of the amateur spectrum, to update and modernize the protocols and procedures to effectively deal with intruders causing harmful interference in the amateur radio bands.

The Conference adopted a number of principles, basically directed to seeking a single approach to monitoring, better and more up to date education and a more focused approach to monitoring and resolved to request that the Administrative Council take such steps as are necessary and appropriate to give effect to the principles.

In 2010 the Directors prepared and submitted a submission on the issues raised in response to an invitation from the IARU President.

The Resolution that was ultimately adopted created an IARU MS Committee comprised of the IARU President or his/her nominee and the three Regional MS Coordinators.

The Resolution provides that the IARU MS operations will be coordinated by the IARU MS Committee (MSC) and that “the MSC will:

1. facilitate the establishment of a single website to facilitate the work of  the IARUMS  and the contribution of the member societies,

2. establish a common method of communication within and to the MSC by electronic or web based means,

3. prepare web based training material for the IARUMS website and member-societies, 

4. standardise, coordinate and facilitate reporting to national administrations,

5. report to the AC as required, and

6. address such other matters relevant to the IARU MS that may arise from time to time.”
As the R3 monitoring coordinator, I support these aims of the above Resolution and will participate in the working of the MSC with the aim of expanding the number of Societies to participate in MS activities.  I firmly believe that through the development of training packages that new observers will come to participate and thus ensure the future of the MS (future proofing).

I believe the first steps must be directed at having a common global website, standardized reporting methods and targeted reporting of intruders to administrations as these will ultimately enhance the operations of the IARU monitoring system.

Recommendation

That member Societies note the contents of this report.
