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REPORT FROM THE SINGAPORE AMATEUR RADIO TRANSMITTING SOCIETY (SARTS)

For presentation at the 14th IARU Region 3 Conference Christchurch, New Zealand

SARTS is pleased to update fellow member societies on its status and activities since Bangalore Conference in August 2006

OVERVIEW

The number of licensed stations in Singapore as at 28 February 2009 was




Individual


62




Club Stations


0




Repeater Stations

1




Total Operating Stations
63 

Membership of the Society was 62 transmitting and 6 Associate Members (SWL’s) as at end Feb 2009. We are having difficulties to attract new members into the hobby and into the Society. We are looking out to others at this conference to learn of possible ways to attract more people young and old alike into Amateur Radio.

The Society continues to be governed by a small group of seven licensed 9V amateurs – a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and three members which is in accordance with the Society’s Constitution.

The Society continues to hold its monthly meetings at the Singapore Armed Forces Recreation Association (SAFRA Club) at Toa Payoh on every last Thursday of the Month at 8.00 pm Singapore time except in August & December.  Members and visitors also gather for informal lunches at one of the Food Courts at 3rd Floor Harbourfront Centre every second Saturday of the month to share information on location of resources, band conditions, DX worked etc and enjoy general chit-chat. Please visit the SARTS web site for more details.

The Society currently maintains only one repeater now for 2 meters at Bukit Timah in the west of the island. The Society owns a 70cm repeater but has no suitable location to mount and operate it.

There has been only a little improvement in getting permission to install antennas on rooftops of high rise apartments where 80% of Singaporeans live.

The Society continues to keep in regular contact with the Singapore Regulatory Authority – The infocomm Development Authority of Singapore (iDA). Council members meet with iDA officials once a year and members meet up with senior officers socially at the Society Annual Dinner in August each year.

KEY EVENTS

From November, 2008 the regulatory authority has discontinued the inspection of the based/fixed, repeater and mobile/portable stations of radio-communication networks. Now licensees only required to sign a declaration of compliance. Inspection of stations for both new and existing amateurs has been discontinued since then.

The regulatory authority has allowed the issue of temporary visitor licenses for overseas amateurs visiting Singapore. Application is available online via the website http://ida.gov.sg/ Applications should be submitted at least three weeks in advance of the visit, with a copy of valid overseas radio amateur license, passport and technical specifications of the proposed radio amateur equipment to be operated in Singapore. Fee is S$50 for HF and S$25 for VHF/UHF. The validity period of license issued is three months, extendable subject to approval. The call sign of the visitor station shall be 9V1/Home call sign.

SARTS requested for an increase in output power for VHF fixed station from 10 watts to 25 watts and this was approved on 19 January 2009. 

Over-night Field Days are organized yearly which included BBQ as well and these events usually have been well attended.

SARTS assisted the Singapore Scouts Association by manning JOTA (Jamboree on the Air) every year.

SARTS has an active web site at http://www.sarts.org.sg and has hot links to other sites with amateur radio content.
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