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   The December 26, 2004 tsunami wave that struck the Andaman Sea coast of southern Thailand and several neighbouring countries saw many Thai amateur radio operators helping by handling traffic and there were tales of self-sacrifice as operators struggled to provide communications to the affected areas following the disaster.

   Radio amateurs in Phuket and Phang-nga, where the devastation in Thailand was greatest, helped to co-ordinate and pass traffic between government agencies, hospitals and devastated communities along the coast as well providing information to radio amateurs overseas enquiring on behalf of others.

   For international communications, the operators mostly used Echolink, the voice over IP (VoIP) network exclusively for radio hams that also provides for text messages to be sent and exchanged.

   Phatanadit Kulaphaichitra (Phat) HS1WFK, who is now secretary-general of the Radio Amateur Society of Thailand under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty the King (RAST), operates an Echolink RF gateway between the Internet and 2 metres. Phatanadit started to monitor emergency traffic on 144.725 MHz on Sunday December 26, 2004 after learning of the disaster.

   Scores of radio amateurs in Thailand pitched in to help, including operations from the RAST club station HS0AC at the Asian Institute of Technology handled by Winit Kongprasert, HS1CKC. Phatanadit announced on the day following the tsunami that HS1WFK-L was an Echolink “News and Information update'' node -- and that node would handle over 3,800 connections from 57 countries over a six-day period of intensive contacts.

   Email was also used for international communications, while HF and VHF communications were used to link people on the ground with each other and the rest of the world; radio hams also conducted aerial surveys and performed dives to assess the damage to coral and other natural resources, reporting this back by HF or VHF radio.

   A full report of the events over the days that followed can be found on the RAST web site at  www.qsl.net/rast/tsunami/Tsunami.html.

   The disaster enabled the amateur radio service to take the spotlight. RAST also put out an international appeal on its web site the day after the tsunami struck and received donations from individuals and several national and regional amateur radio societies amounting to over 724,000 baht (US$19,107), for which it is extremely grateful.

   RAST has been using these funds to assist the afflicted communities and to promote amateur radio emergency services. In 2005, former RAST President Mrs Mayuree Chotikul (HS1YL) led officers of the society for an audience with Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn to make a donation of 500,000 Thai baht (US$13,201) to the Princess' charity fund set up to assist tsunami victims.

   RAST is deeply honoured to have one of the world's most prominent radio amateurs as its patron, His Majesty King Bhumibhol Adulyadej, HS1A, whose interest in radio communications and contributions to advancing communications technology are well-known within Thailand and were highlighted one week before the 13th IARU Conference by exhibits at the ``King's Pavilion'' at the annual Bangkok ICT Expo organised by Thailand's Ministry of Information, Communications and Technology (ICT).

   Earlier this year, His Majesty the King gave advice that reflected both his wisdom and the value of amateur radio communications when he proposed that the office of the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) set up repeaters for amateur radio frequencies in Sukhothai and Uttaradit provinces to provide communications in flood-hit areas there.

   This followed severe flooding these northern provinces of Thailand in May this year that had resulted in 51 deaths, 87 missing persons and that had affected more than 100,000 residents. His Majesty had reportedly voiced concern that mobile phones had no signal in the forested areas of the flood-hit provinces and so he had proposed the amateur radio repeaters be the means to help in providing relief.

   Continued aftershocks in the Indian Ocean and off Indonesia along the fault line which caused the December 2004 earthquake -- not to mention those floods earlier this year -- have been a constant reminder of the need for disaster preparedness.

   RAST believes that potential role of amateur radio in the event of a disaster is now better understood by many. RAST representatives have been engaged in meetings and planning sessions with Thailand's National Disaster Warning Centre and with the NTC and looks forward to playing a larger role in any future emergency and in emergency preparedness, announcing plans in April 2006 to establish the Thailand Amateur Radio Emergency Service (TARES) this year.

   Thailand's National Telecommunications Commission had been finally convened in late 2004 after unforeseen delays and the country again had a state regulator after experiencing several years' of vacuum at the top. The seven commissioners -- some of whom are familiar faces had formerly been both senior Post and Telegraph Department officials and licensed radio amateurs -- called a meeting with the President and officers of RAST soon after their appointment.

   The society has a cordial relationship with both the commissioners and with the NTC's secretariat and the commission recently announced that it would extend its permission for temporary operations on the WARC bands (10-, 18- and 24-MHz) until the end of this year to all Thai-licensed radio amateurs who submitted copies of their licence documents, with the request that they provide logs of their operations.

   Liaison work on behalf of RAST is being conducted by RAST officer Narissara (John) Shaowanasai, HS1CHB, who told members at the June meeting of the society that this permission would also allow for daily operations on the 80- and 160-metre bands. Previously permission to operate on these low bands had only been granted for weekends and during international contests.

   RAST is still waiting for final approval for this permission and has submitted the necessary documents on behalf of its licensed members.

   The NTC representatives have, however, explained to RAST that for the time being, until another regulatory body, the National Broadcasting Commission (NBC), is appointed, they cannot make permanent assignments that affect radio spectrum use.

   It is, however, hoped that once the NBC takes office, that the low-bands, the WARC bands and also a request to follow Singapore's lead and to expand the allocation on 40 metres will be favourably considered and approved on a permanent basis. RAST would also like to take this opportunity to thank the IARU Region 3 Secretariat for providing a letter of support for its request to expand the 40-metre band to 200 KHz.

   RAST holds a monthly meeting on the first Sunday of every month at a Bangkok hotel (full details can be found at www.qsl.net/rast) when President of the Society Chaiyong Wongwuticomjon, HS1QVD, and senior RAST officers tell members present about developments concerning amateur radio in Thailand and answer any questions that might be raised by members. A summary of announcements at each meeting can be found on the society's English-language web site and significant events are announced in an email message that is sent to most of the society's members.

   In January 2006, RAST had a total of 596 members, with 558 of these being transmitting members, with the majority of these being life members.

   President of RAST, Chaiyong Wongwuticomjon, HS1QVD, was elected unopposed in March, 2006, and will serve a two-year term with an 11-man elected committee, along with other appointed officers. Outgoing President Mrs Mayuree Chotikul, HS1YL, declined to stand for election as president for a further term and she has been appointed an advisor to the society where she continues to take an active role in the society.

   The officers of RAST are as follows:

   President:             
Chaiyong Wongwuticomjon, HS1QVD, <cwongwut@yahoo.com>

   Vice President:        
Prasit Neelayodhin, HS1DN, <hneelayodhin@hotmail.com>

   Vice President, IARU liaison:
Tony Waltham, HS0ZDX, <tonyw@inet.co.th>

   Treasurer:             
Yanee Chullakesa, HS1LCC

   Secretary General:     
Phatanadit Kulaphaichitra, HS1WFK, <hs1wfk@yahoo.com>

   Finance:               
Phatchara Phacharavanich, HS0QAA, <mpachara@hotmail.com>

   Legal affairs:         
Uthai Kanokwuttipong, HS1RGF, <CBVRClub@hotmail.com>

   Training, academic:    Kunchit Charmaraman, HS1JC, <kunchit@sc.chula.ac.th>

   Activities, contests:  
Narissara Shaowanasai, HS1CHB, <n9wms@hotmail.com>

   International:         
Brian Lee, HS0ZEN, <HS0ZEN@amsat.org>

   Club Stn. Manager:     Finn Jensen, OZ1HET, <oz1het@yahoo.com>

   Advisors (appointed):

   Mayuree Chotikul, HS1YL, (Immediate past president), <chakrawal@hotmail.com>

   M.R. Jakkaroj Chittabhongse

   Chula Sanyapong

   Winit Kongprasert, HS1CKC <winit.kongprasert@wdc.com>

   Sanan Dulyavit, E22KB

   Shortly after taking office, the new leadership at RAST announced plans to raise funds to enable the society to establish a permanent office. Currently, RAST is privileged to share a desk at the office of former President Mrs Mayuree, HS1YL.

   In other activities, scouts at the 25th Asia Pacific Scout Jamboree in Thailand contacted the International Space Station (ISS) on the afternoon of December 31, 2005. Some 12 boy and girl scouts posed questions about life on board the spacecraft to International Space Station Expedition 12 Commander Bill McArthur, KC5ACR between 09.12 and about 09.21 UTC. ``The audio from the QSO was fed into the Echolink Thailand (node 106 446), AMSAT (node 101 377) and EDU_Net (node 77 992) and MP3 audio files were made available for downloading.

   When it comes to VHF contesting, Thailand is the most active country in Asia. For the past few years, a Thai ham has won CW Magazine's CQWW VHF contest in the Asia category. For HF contesting, signals from Thailand are increasingly appearing in logs around the world, with operations both from the HS0AC RAST club station at the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) just to the north of Bangkok and from home stations.

   Thanks to generous funding from the YASME Foundation, work was completed to refurbish a new club station on the AIT campus in mid-2004 and this is now well equipped and has played hosts to guest operators in addition to contest operations.

   Reflecting a higher profile of Thai contesters internationally, the WRTC 2006 organising committee invited the first Thai national, Chalermphol Muangamphun (Champ), E21EIC, to take part in these “ham radio Olympics'' in Florianopolis, Brazil in July 2006. Helping to sponsor Champ's journey there was the YASME Foundation which paid for the airfare, whilst RAST as well as some individual members contributed funds to ensure he could afford to go to South America to compete -- and where his team, PS2T, came first in the multi-operator, single transmitter category. 

   Next year, RAST will again host the Seanet convention which will be held in Lampang, a town in northern Thailand, not far from Chiang Mai and famous for its ceramics and other handicrafts and which has a history going back more than 1,300 years.

   The incoming RAST committee made the decision to host the convention, which will return to Thailand after a short three-year break, after listening to presentations by Khun Ponwat, HS1XIM, and deputy governor of Lampang province Wanchai Suthivorachai.

   Dates for the convention have yet to be decided, but will be finalised in time for the Seanet convention in Osaka, Japan which is being held from Sept 14-17 this year. The RAST committee would like to extend an invitation to everyone reading this paper to attend the 2007 convention in Lampang, Thailand.

   RAST was also host to the 2004 Seanet convention in Bangkok, which has also been staged in Chiang Mai in 1991, Koh Samui in 1995 and Pattaya in 2000 in addition to several times in Bangkok.

   RAST operates a two-metre net on 144.9375 MHz daily at 7 p.m., the operators being HS4DDQ, E21NNI, HS0UID, HS2ZMU and E20ZFD; English-language check-ins are also welcome. 

   The society also maintains two web sites, one in English at www.qsl.net/rast and another in the Thai language at www.rast.or.th.

   Prepared by Tony Waltham, HS0ZDX

   Vice President, RAST and IARU Liaison officer 

   July 2006
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