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IARU Region 3 Disaster Communications Committee - Chairman’s Report
Introduction: Since being appointed as temporary chairman I have been considering how best to further the aims of IARU Region 3 in terms of coordination and greater understanding of emergency communications among member societies.

Positive things have occurred, including: Emergency communications provided during the widespread tsunami disaster, mudslide in the Philippines island Leyte, earthquake in Jogyakarta Indonesia, and other disasters in the region. 
The ‘rehearsal’ emergency exercise in July advised by CRSA and published in the IARU R3 Newsletter is a good example of preparation for an emergency. Is this type of activity occurring elsewhere?

This paper provides a general look at what has occurred and also raises issues with a recommendation that each member society consider their role and the level of preparedness for the provision emergency communications.

The role of the Amateur Service: Each time a major disaster happens there is mention of the involvements of radio amateurs in ham news media and sometimes other media. However it would be useful if knowledge in greater detail of the involvement, the resources used and the outcomes achieved were recorded and made widely available. 

Equally the preparation undertaken for disasters, operator training or emergency tests, liaison with other services and resources available would be of interest to all.

It would support the cause of the Amateur Services (Amateur and Amateur-Satellite Services) if this information was widely known and to give us all an opportunity to learn from each other. Easy access to this information is desirable, and perhaps it can be hosted on the Internet? 
Preparation for emergencies involving the Amateur Service seems to be occurring in some places on a ‘domestic’ basis, with no evidence of communications exercises taking place between radio amateurs in neighbouring countries. 

On a regional basis we need to give thought to initiating regular low-level practice simulated message-handling in order to gain experience, build up knowledge, develop resources and increase skills for the time when they may be needed.  

Importantly, such activities would provide a useful reminder to our administrations that the Amateur Service is trained, capable and ready to assist.

Barriers may exist preventing this activity or making it difficult. Member societies will need to examine how they can eliminate any regulatory or other barrier that stands in the way of the effective use of the Amateur Service during disaster communications, or impede preparations for the availability of such communications.  

This is in line with the changes to Article 25 adopted at World Radiocommunication Conference 2003. (25.3 – International communications on behalf of third parties. 25.9A - Administrations encouraged to take the necessary steps to allow amateur stations to prepare for and meet communication needs in support of disaster relief. Reference: ‘New Regulations For The Amateur Services’, By Michael Owen, VK3KI, WRC-03 IARU Observer Team Member http://www.iaru.org/rel030703att3.html)

Another important element of the role of the Amateur Services, is the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunications Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief 0perations, adopted in 1998 by the Intergovernmental Conference on Emergency Telecommunications in Tampere, Finland. 

It established a framework for the reduction and/or removal of barriers to radio amateurs gaining permission to operate and move equipment into a disaster zone, from outside an affected country. 
It is also noted that the first Global Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Conference, (GAREC-2005), Tampere, Finland, 13-14 June 2005, recommended the IARU Regions 1, 2, and 3 consider the establishment of a Centre of Activity Frequency for emergency traffic in the 15, 17, 20, 40 and 80 metre bands.

This matter is to be the subject of a separate a paper put before this conference by Secretary, Keigo Komuro JA1KAB. Having IARU recognised emergency traffic frequencies would be of assistance during times of emergency and useful for traffic handling exercises.

On an international level there is very strong recognition that the Amateur Services can and should provide a valuable contribution in times of emergencies. This needs to be translated into the national regulations that govern the Amateur Services to strengthen recognition and involvement. 

Conclusion: It is recommended that each member society, if they have not already done so,  examine their national regulations to identify any barriers to the Amateur Services adequately preparing for and providing emergency communications. 

Does the regulatory framework:

· Include the changes to Article 25 the provisions of the Tampere Convention
· Provide ‘recognition, encouragement and support’ for Amateur Services in being able to ‘prepare’ for emergencies

· Involve minimal procedures for the preparation, training and provision of emergency communications

If these have not occurred, member societies are asked to consider how they can make it happen in the short-term.
____________________











