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This report covers services and activities of amateur radio in Korea since the last report at the 12th IARU Reg. 3 conference, Taipei, Taiwan, from 16 to 20th February 2004
1. General
Membership of KARL is voluntary, and the number of licensed Korean amateur radio was 48,563 persons as of February 2006 and the KARL membership was 11,101 persons meaning that the number of membership of KARL has been decreased about 18.1% compared to 3 years ago. 
Our full time paid employees of KARL was reduced to 3 from 5 in 2005.
KARL has a president (chief executive officer), two vice presidents, and 10 executive directors who serve each of their assigned tasks.  All directors including the president and vice presidents of KARL are not paid by KARL. Their services are voluntary and they are only paid their expenses by KARL.
President, vice president and 10 directors are elected at the KARL Annual General Meeting for two-year terms. And also, KARL has two auditors elected at the AGM.
KARL has a laboratory (officially called "KARL Laboratory"), 19 regional branches, 14 committees of experts group, and an emergency radio communication service team in each of the 19 regional branches.
KARL holds an Annual General Meeting on the third Sunday in April every year. One delegate per 100 members is chosen throughout the country. The delegates approve annual budget and elect the directors group of KARL. 
The year 2005 was KARL's 50th anniversary, so many member societies of region 3 sent us their best wishes for the anniversary and many more prosperous years ahead for KARL, the sole amateur radio society in Korea.
2. Revision of Government Rules and Regulations on          Amateur Radio
Some of the government rules regarding amateur radio were revised.
1) Every regional branches of KARL holds 19 hours lectures for new     
applicant for the amateur radio. To overcome the problem of diminishing  number of amateur radios at this moment, our government revised the lectures as 16-hour course to promote amateur radio in Korea.
2) Once every 5 years, we had to attend a training course of 
  communication security(5 hours) at a place designated by 
  MIC(Ministry of Information and Communication), but now it is 
  substituted with paper report.
4) The license fee for amateur radio station is abolished on January. 1, 
  2002.
3. Annual Activities
1) Field day.
  KARL holds a field day for 2 to 5 days at a regional branch area 
  during the summer time every year. At that time, we can meet many     members and enjoy eyeball QSO with each other.
2) ARDF
  KARL holds an ARDF game once a year together with Central Radio     Management Office(CRMO) of MIC(Ministry of Information and           Communication) to promote ARDF in Korea. Almost every 2 month, there are local branch sponsored ARDF competitions. KARL dispatched 8 competitors to the "6th IARU Reg 3 ARDF Championships" held in Japan from 19 to 24, September 2005 and obtained good results.
3) Korean hams were allowed to use special prefixes of HL50 or DT50 to 
  celebrate KARL's 50th Anniversary from April 1 to September 30, 
2005. 
During this period Korean hams publicized our "50th Anniversary" to all over the world.
4) A special award to celebrate the KARL's 50th anniversary was 
  announced. The awards were issued for confirmed contacts with 
  Korean hams operating with special call signs as following categories 
  during the year of 2005.
* Special call sign categories
1. KARL : HL50  &  DT50  (prefix only and two call signs)
2. Personal call sign:  HL1AAA ---> HL50AAA
                      DS2AAA ---> DS50AAA/C
                      DS3AAA ---> DS50AAA/E
                      6K4BBB ---> 6K50BBB/G
                      6K5BBB ---> 6K50BBB/K
         * NOTICE:  / alphabet means KDN(Korean District Number)
3. Club call sign :     HL0AA ---> HL50AA
                      DS0BB ---> DS50BB
                      6K0CC ---> 6K50CC
* Award levels
Class 1 - One HL50 or DT 50 contact & 
16 different personal stations contact (different KDN alphabet)
           Total ; 17 contacts
Class 2 - One HL50 or DT50 contact &
10 different personal stations contact (different KDN alphabet)
           Total ; 11 contacts
Class 3 - One HL50 or DT50 contact &
           5 different personal stations contact (different KDN alphabet) 
           Total ; 6 contacts
* Application method
  Send GCR list and fees of 3,000 Korean Won, $US 5, or 10 IRCs.
  Band & mode endorsements are possible freely.
  Application period ; May 1  2005 - Apr 30  2006
  Apply to : KARL 50th Award manager
             C.P.O.Box 162, Seoul, Korea  
5) DX Expedition
   Some members of KARL have a DX-expedition to Temotu (OC-100)
   and Solomon (OC-047) from 9th to 11th November, 2005 as follows.
OPs: HL5FUA, DS2BGV, 6K2AVL, 6K2DJM.
    1. H40HL  Temotu (OC-100)       5,759 QSO,
9th Nov. - 11th Nov. 2005
      MIX  
88 Entity       
PHO  78 Entity
CW   61 Entity
RTTY 13 Entity etc
     2. H44HL Solomon (OC-047)       1,486 QSO, 

3rd Nov. - 5th Nov. 2005
       
MIX   51 Entity
      PHO   34 Entity  
    CW    40 Entity etc
6) KARL has a new and updated internet website as 
   www.karl.or.kr. It is linked to the web page of 19 branch offices
   for fast exchange of informations and good service for members.
4. KARL Publication and Informations
"KARL" the official journal of KARL is the only non-commercial national publication devoted to amateur radio in Korea. All KARL members and some of non-radio amateurs such as some MIC officials and radio related organizations read the "KARL" journal. KARL also publishes the monthly journal, "KARL" to its website www.karl.or.kr as an e-book for better member services. Regular KARL member's list(call book) is also published every year and sent to all of the members.
5. Korean Amateur Radio License Application Procedures for Foreign Radio Amateurs
  Any licensed foreign radio amateurs can apply a Korean ham license.
  Applicants should submit following papers and fees to KARL and it      will take about 2 months for license issue.
 1. In case of using applicant's own transceiver (Inspection of the radio     station is required)
   1) application (available from KARL web page)
   2) copy of home country license
   3) copy of passport which included photo
   4) a table which shows the permissible maximum output power by 
      class in applicant's home country
   5) fee
2. In case of sharing a local Korean station(Inspection is not required and    very simple)
   1) application (available from KARL web page
   2) copy of home country license
   3) copy of passport which included photo
   4) a table which shows the permissible maximum output power by 
      class in applicant's home country.
   5) fee 
**Fees
1) KW80,000( for below 50W)
2) KW100,000(for above 50 to 100W)
3) Account #204-22-05221-7   Korea Exchange Bank, Poi Branch 
** For Further Information
1) Address : KARL Bldg. 3F, Yang Jae-Dong 267-5, Seocho-Gu, Seoul                137-130, Korea
2) C.P.O. Box 162, Seoul 100-601, Korea
3) Phone : 82-2-575-9580 
   Fax : 82-2-576-8574
4) E-mail : karl@karl.or.kr hl0hq@karl.or.kr
6. RFID, TPMS and RKE on 433.92MHz

A US based company, Savi Technology, asked Korean government to allow use of RFID on 433.92MHz which is the center of ISM(Industrial, Science and Medicine) band in United States. Our government asked KARL to allow the frequency to be used for RFID. KARL refused it because the 433.92MHz was never assigned as the ISM frequency in Korea. After months of joint experiments between ETRI(Electronics and Telecommunications Research Institute) and KARL technical staffs, KARL concluded to allow the RFID on the frequency. Most of internationally used RFID devices for cargo and container transportations by ships or trains are on the frequency. So KARL conceded to our government request for our national interests. Not allowing the frequency for RFID will cause to exclude use of RFID tags in Korea while the cargos and containers are being transported through internationally. 

Shortly after the RFID on 433.92MHz issue was settled, TPMS problem emerged. The TPMS represents Tire Pressure Monitoring System which uses the frequency in europe and United States. Most of imported luxury cars from europe already were equipped with TPMS system using the frequency to communicate between tires and a monitor on the dash board while the cars is running. Again KARL and ETRI conducted extensive experiments and concluded that amateur communications are not likely to be affected by the system. However, the TPMS was shown to be seriously affected if any amateur station is transmitting on or near the frequency at a close distance. Our government asked KARL to allow the frequency to be used for TPMS and RKE(Remote Key Entry) for imported cars. They were concerned that not allowing them could be considered as a trade barrier at international community. After months of experiments and negotiations with our government, KARL agreed to allow TPMS and RKE on 433.92MHz. In return, our government will ease regulations on amateur radios. So we Korean hams are keeping our fingers crossed at our government's actions. Currently domestically produced cars are equipped with RKE on 447MHz and TPMS is not used at all. 

These issues are reported to this meeting in detail separately.
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