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Escalating Amateur Radio Population 
The amateur radio in the mainland of China is continuously growing since last IARU R3 Conference in Taipei. The total population of licensed amateur radio stations is about 20,000, while the number of CRSA members is about 23,000, as counted at the end of 2005.

Among the stations, about 82.8 % are operated in class 4 which is privileged on VHF/UHF and small portion of 29MHz band; 12.7 % are of class 3 which is privileged on the higher section of each HF bands and VHF/UHF bands as well; 3.4 % are of class 2 which may operate in all WARC band with 100 watts for HF bands; and 1.1 % are of class 1 which is privileged to operate kW HF power for contest.

More Active Amateur Radio Clubs 


Along with the boosting population, more active amateur radio clubs or groups are born. Some among them are dedicated of special interesting such as contesting, Morse communication, DIY, etc.


Different from the club stations of 1980’s which were attached to government agencies or education departments, the new clubs are self organized and supported by CRSA members.  

The Roles Played by CRSA in Promoting the Growth


The rushing-in newcomers have brought a big job in handle license application, training and operation-certificate examination. With the cooperation from existing provincial radio societies, CRSA did its best to assist the state and local radio authorities to handle the processing jobs prior licensing, this greatly helped the newcomers to obtain operation certificate and station license. 


To encourage newcomers to be involved on amateur radio emergency service, CRSA organizes a national ARES day each year, call radio amateurs to participate the training in message relay on VHF/UHF/HF bands under a simulated emergency conditions. Also some competitions were organized, in which the teams from amateur radio clubs have to compete in establishing a ARES station including VHF/UHF/HF antennas, field shack, and tent, then compete in QSOs.


Radio educating among Youngsters is a traditional task of CRSA. CRSA organizes national youngsters radio communication championships, ARDF championships and radio-electronics practice championships every year. To meet the modern life of youngsters, the rules for these events are in on-going improving. 

The Relation With Radio Administrations


CRSA keeps close relationships with the State Radio Administration Bureau under the Ministry of Information Industry, the highest radio authority. CRSA participated most of important matters related on amateur service and amateur satellite service, such as the meetings for frequency allocation, WRC preparation meetings, the amateur radio administration meetings, etc. In these meetings CRSA has some chance to discuss some important issues with the representatives of other services directly, such as broadcasting, and maritime mobile (fishing), etc. 


The amateur radio was cared under sport administrations in China since 1950s. CRSA was a part of government sports agency and shared some administration functions before 1990s. As China is continuously improve its governing structures in the past years, now it is more and more clear that the responsibility of amateur radio administration belongs to radio spectrum administration, While ARDF and alike activities might be treated as sport. This system transit is taking place smoothly, and will make amateur radio licensing easier and faster.

Sources of Radio Equipment


Due to the economy situation, more people are affordable of modern commercial amateur radio transmitters and antennas. Most of new amateur radio stations are equipped with new models of imported transceivers. The usage of military surplus is dropping quickly.


However, low cost equipment is still welcome. Some radio amateurs have developed some model of 4-band or all band HF SSB/CW 15w PLL synthesized transceivers (and kit) at the cost of less than 100 USD, and just begin small quantity production. Some home made HF antennas are widely distributed across the country.


To help youngsters to understand amateur radio, CRSA takes care of the production of traditional low cost ARDF equipment including 3.5MHz ARDF Rx, 144MHz ARDF Rx and kits all the time. For better cope the pace of radio technology, CRSA is planning to extend domestic ARDF activities to higher band. The 430MHz ARDF will be the first step. The low end DIY Rx could use the 433MHz ICs (with RSSI pin) originally designed for IMS applications, and the high end Rx could utilize the low cost FM HT (with RSSI pin in IC). Further more, to enable radio amateurs to learn and utilize more modern RDF theory and methods, the domestic ARDF will require more technical operation on accurate ARDF bearing instead of fast running only. 
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