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Proposed amendments to the Constitution of IARU Region 3
SARTS wishes to acknowledge that the present Constitution (Cn) and General Regulations (GR) have served IARU Region 3 well. This shows that the original versions were very well researched and capably written back in March 1971. However the last revisions of the Cn were carried out in 1991 – more then 15 years ago. In that time we have experienced major changes in communication technology – the rise and to some extend the decline of the fax machine. Now we have the Internet, a very pervasive and cheap communications technology that did not exist in 1991.

In addition the number of Member Societies has dramatically increased over the past decade. There are now 30 Member Societies. However, many of the newer Members are small Societies with limited resources both in manpower and finances. They have difficulty in participating meaningfully in the work of IARU Region 3. Perhaps, because of this difficulty many of the smaller Member Societies have not been active in IARU Region 3 affairs.

In raising these matters SARTS had initially adopted the procedure of highlighting those areas it believed needed attention. SARTS suggested to the R 3 Directors in May 2005 that the task of offering specific wording of particular clauses was best done by a small group of people experienced in drafting formal, legal style documentation. Since, unfortunately the Directors did not take up this suggestion, wording for the sections which SARTS feels need to be changed has been developed as best that could be done by SARTS. Please note however that SARTS has not reviewed the GR to maintain consistency with the Cn if the Cn revisions as put forward are accepted by the Conference.

For the small societies that are unable to send a delegate to a conference with this review of the Cn it seems opportune to write in a provision specifically allowing postal votes by Member Societies at and between conferences. In practice the Proxy system as it now exists does not seem to have generated much benefit to those Societies unable to send a Delegate. This provision would allow the smaller Member Societies to have a more active say in the work of IARU Region 3. 

The sections SARTS believes require changes are set out in the appendix “A” attached.
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