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REPORT FROM THE SINGAPORE AMATEUR RADIO TRANSMITTING SOCIETY – SARTS.

For presentation at the 13th IARU Region 3 Conference Bangalore, India

SARTS is pleased to update fellow member societies on its status and activities since the Taiwan Conference in February 2004

OVERVIEW

The number of licenced stations in Singapore as at 28 February 2006 was




Individual


116




Club Stations

    2




Repeater Stations

    2




Total


120 operating stations.

 Membership of the Society was 56 transmitting and 6 Associate Members (SWL’s) as at end Feb 2006. We are still finding it difficult to attract new members into the hobby and into the Society. The younger people are rather attracted to other areas of interest which they regard as being hip namely, video games, downloading I-pod music, internet, e-mailing, sms-ing etc. We are looking out to others at this conference to learn of possible ways to attract more people young or old alike into Amateur Radio.

The Society continues to be governed by a small group of seven licenced 9V amateurs – a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasure and three members which is in accordance with the Society’s Constitution.

One of the Councilors also serves as the IARU Liaison Officer to IARU/IARU Region 3.

The Society continues to hold its monthly meetings at the Singapore Armed Forces Recreation Association (SAFRA Club) at Toa Payoh on every last Thursday of the Month at 8.00 pm Singapore time except in August & December. Aside from our normal monthly formal meeting, the informal lunches at one of the Food Courts near the famous Sim Lim shopping complexes is held every second Saturday of the month. This has become popular with our members and visitors with much sharing of information on location of resources band conditions, DX worked etc and general chit-chat. More details can be found on the SARTS web site.

The Society maintains and owns two repeaters - one for 2 metres at Bukit Timah in the west of the island and the other for 70cm on top of the Furama Riverside Hotel (former Novotel Apollo Hotel) at Havelock Road (commissioned on 25th June 2004).

About 80 % of Singaporeans live in high rise apartments and face problems to install reasonable outdoor antennas particularly for the lower HF bands. Since 9/11, getting permission to install antennas on rooftops of both public and private high rise apartments has become most difficult because of security concerns. However, we are permitted to place our antennas outside the window sill. Though this may not be the best method of dxing, it nevertheless allows us to get out signals out into the ionosphere.

The Society continues to keep in regular contact with the Singapore Licensing Authorities – The Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore (iDA). Council members meet with iDA officials once a year and also invite senior officers to the Society Annual Dinner in August each year. SARTS has close liaison with iDA so that when small problems arise or some special request is made it usually takes a phone call or e-mail to get a speedy reply.

KEY EVENTS

It has been confirmed that as a follow up to the outcome of WRC’03 the band segment 7.1 to 7.2 MHz will be made available to Singapore amateurs on a primary basis with effect from 29 March 2009 and in the interim iDA has granted amateurs the use of this band segment on a secondary basis with some conditions one being transmission on the CIRAF Zones 44, 49 and 54 using the frequencies 7.135 MHz, 7.160 MHz and 7.170 MHz is not allowed within the HF broadcasters’ transmission windows.

On the question of type approval of equipment with effect form 15th March 2004 it is no longer necessary for laboratory testing of individual amateur radio equipment but will have to comply with some requirements. Technical product reviews that appear in the ARRL magazine “QST” and in the RSGB “RadCom” magazine have been particularly helpful in this regard. Further, since there is no more type approval fee, it is encouraging to our radio amateurs to own and use additional transceivers.

Singapore amateurs were authorized from 10 July 2004 to use up to maximum of 200 watts output power on all amateur bands between 1.8 and 29.7 MHz.

In August 2005 SARTS members ran another interesting Field Day weekend on St. John’s Island, where more than 1,700 contacts were made around the globe using our special event call S61FD

From 1 September 2005 HF portable operation not exceeding 5 watts is permitted; the licensee has to give a week’s notice in writing to the authority his intended operation location.

Our Licensing Authority iDA has invited SARTS to conduct the RAE with effect from 1st May 2006.

SARTS assisted the Singapore Scouts Association by manning two Scout           “Jamboree on the Air” events in July and October 2005.

SARTS has an active web site at http://www.sarts.org.sg and has hot links to other sites with amateur radio content including most of our fellow members in IARU Region 3.
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