Sunday 05 March 2006

Dear Friend,

I have attached a messages for your information sent between myself and  Bill Zellers WA4FKI regional two coordinator, who has shown interest in my  QTHR  reports (problems). I have answered his questions directly in the hope that he can help. I have to report that this has not been the case, and Bill appears not to have the skills, or have the resources to help directly. I have also been in correspondence with a Peter Martinez who writes  superb technical articles for the RSGB magazine, about propagation experiments. His  recent article explain how he located stations by time division delayed  propagation echo’s and GPS precise time distance triangulations. His conclusions in my case is that he cannot help with finding the QTHR  interference and that it is best to use the services of our members to DF the location, by simple cross bearing triangulation.

As of today nobody has sent me any DF bearing or admit to having heard  any OTHR interference so I am virtual at a stand still. 

You may wish to edit my report that I sent to Bill if your indentation are to use this as my Feb IARU reports.

Best regards 

Sheridon

Report 04 March 2006

Hi Bill,

Yes OTHR is very strong today. At my 0400 local time I heard many East coast USA station short path S5 and was about to call them when the OTHR started, at first only S7 in AM mode. At 2200Z the OTHR is pinning my S meter full stop in SSB mode so cannot hear any DX anymore. 

It seems to be strongest down on 80 Metres. Some peeking on 40metrs and obliterating 20meters. It is not so strong on 15 meter and not detectable on 10 metres. The direction today with my two-element quad is between 180 and 195 degrees on my CDE antenna rotator dial. 

This equates to a first landfall outside of Thailand of mid to north Sumatra Island. As you suggested have I expanded the search farther out. The result I find point to VK9C island of Cocas Keeling; the distance from my QTH is only 2,141 miles bearing 183 degrees. 

This island is very small, so initially did not appear on my map at all until I expanded (zoomed in). I ran VK9C on my propagation prediction program (Ham Cap) and find strong paths on all bands at this time. Is this our source of QTHR interference, can you make enquires from any USA source. (Belongs to Australia I think??)

One other thing is that the QHTR signal has a one second pulsing type modulation today. First time I have heard this type of transmission. The pulsing or sweeping sound can now be heard in SSB mode.

Please let me have any bearing that you have, I can easily carry out cross bearing work on my DX atlas.

Please let me know who else is hearing these transmission I was beginning to think it was local QRM but have records that show signal fades flutters as frequency shifts, around grey line time, but as nobody else has admitting to hearing anything. 

Cheers 

Sheridon

