To VU2UR Regional 3 MS Coordinator

RAST Monitoring Report: - For December 2004.

This report, the last for this year 2004 focuses on action required to remove intruders, that invade our amateur bands

But first, I have been requested to explain my method of reporting frequencies on which intruders have been heard, this was a subject explained in my July and Sept 2004 reports, both are reproduce below for reference 

1. Quote “Please note the change to my frequency spotting report column. This has been changed, and now reads “USB Dial”. This is the frequency in which “Spectran” V: 1 by I2PHD & IK2CZL (and many other waterfall type displays) displays a 1Khz carrier beat note. This is a very accurate and a repeatable method of seeing any known carrier frequency. This removes the ambiguity when listing to any AM/CW carrier frequency. “Spectran” can display an AM carrier long after the modulation is inaudible, or buried in noise.” Unquote

2. Quote “My method used to find and report station heard. There is a vast difference in the way my TS940 detects the mode of transmissions, that is, between AM and SSB. Neither is good at both, but AM is best. This is due to the wider receiver bandwidth, and types of transmissions to be resolved. A quick scan in AM usually detects odd sounds; these sounds cannot be heard well in SSB mode. 

I then investigate by observing the transmission on a spectroscope program on my PC screen. I then log, if a carrier is involved, (as in the case of AM/CW signals) by tuning in SSB upper side band mode, until the carrier is exactly one kilohertz, on the PC display monitor. This is then recorded in my report sheet as the “USB Dial” frequency. This accuracy of resolution cannot be obtained when listening to AM/CW as neither of these mods can detect a carrier, by zero beating. (Not by my ears anyway) “ Unquote

Summary of band condition for 2004

Official and Approved Governmental Transmissions

These consist of deliberate transmission from Government, Military and Diplomatic services. Consisting of special encrypted signal; many designed not to be detector without special equipment or programs. Most signals cannot be detect correctly either in AM or SSB mode. But do interfere with reception in odd and mysterious ways. 

Some transmissions cover the entire amateur bands, and some the entire HF spectrum in a single transmission or multiple transmission mode. Others transmissions roam around the amateur band freely at will.  Short-range approved point to point transmission, due to propagation conditions are heard thousands of miles away. Forty meters and ten meters being of prime example. 

Unauthorized, tolerated and misused transmissions

Many countries hoisting non-government organization, criminals, fishing fleets, yacht nets, doctor’s nets, travel nets, and general chitchat. All entertain and even encourage unlicensed amateurs; most net controllers in these kind or nets are invariable unlicensed. 

Some nets are aggressive in dealing with outsiders, and others by nature constitute commercial traffic. Due to the length of time these nets have been established on set frequencies, it is assumed that government monitoring of these transmissions goes unconcerned, if not actually approved. 

Daily transmissions by licensed amateurs intent on being disruptive like IK9!!! from Italy is clearly the responsibility of the Italian authorities, which have allowed this licensed amateur, whose address is listed in QRZ com, to continues for several months. Is yet another indication of this type of approval by the concerned authorities?

Conclusion

Unfortunately this writer feels that the cure for intruders, and willful operating on the amateur bands, is like a doctor trying to treat the spread of a deadly virus, running around with a single syringe trying to inoculate the whole world. I am not an activist against anything, but cannot see the point in spending time reporting these events, which are known and documented facts, many reported by myself. If military transmissions are authorized on any frequency they wish, what is the point of reporting them?

Off the self transceivers are freely available to unlicensed amateurs in many countries, and sold without trace. Theses transceivers used on our amateur bands could be prevented by special license codes built into the transceiver, to be renewed annually. Illegal use of these sets are of concern, but the manufactures of specialized coding equipment and high power transmitters must bear the responsibly for the mess the HF spectrum is in. 

The manufacture of transmitters in the tens of kilowatts should produce sale records and frequency of user. Logs of transmission frequencies by the end user should also be mandatory to a centralized monitoring body. The writer having worked on many types of broadcast and commercial transmitters in excess of 100KWatts would not for one moment thought of transmitting on any amateur band. Why is it that such practice is a common occurrence today?

The following sites make for interesting reading and part is copied bellow. The contents in brief deal with the action to fine a particular set manufactures. 

letter-dlvy@arrl.org
==>ALLEGED ILLEGAL "AMATEUR" TRANSCEIVER MARKETING DRAWS HUGE FINE

The FCC has proposed fining Pilot Travel Centers LLC $125,000 for

Allegedly marketing unauthorized RF devices--specifically, transceivers
labeled as Amateur Radio Service (ARS) equipment but intended for use on

Both Citizens Band and amateur frequencies. CB transmitters must receive

FCC certification--formerly called "type acceptance." Amateur Radio

equipment does not require FCC certification. The Notice of Apparent

Liability (NAL) released November 22 asserts that Pilot continued to

market CB transceivers labeled as amateur gear despite multiple citations

and warnings.

Web site Spooks newsletters @

This site whilst not dedicated to amateur monitoring is interesting as it shows how inadequate our IARU reporting really is. Someone should request the help of this group of monitors as they obviously have the capability to identify types of transmission, countries, and purpose of transmission. There are several dozen reporters contributing the make up the monthly reports. This is really good detective work and far beyond what this writer can provide. 

I have recently received the ARRL report from region 1 and acknowledge the value of the contents. 

Regards S.K Street HS0ZEE

